Computed tomography of the thorax. Current perspectives.
With improvement in computed tomography (CT) technology, including faster scanning and images with better detail, the indications for CT of the thorax have expanded. In many instances, data collected on earlier-generation scanners no longer apply. This report is an update of CT scanning of the thorax and includes information on the role of CT in diagnosis when specific clinical syndromes and diseases are suspected. It also addresses controversial subjects, such as the role of CT scanning in the staging of bronchogenic carcinoma and the evaluation of the solitary pulmonary nodule, as well as suggesting guidelines for deciding when a CT scan of the thorax is indicated.